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A MESSAGE TO ALL READERS

We owe our respect and reverence to Dr. Kirit Gosalia. First,
he studied, taught himself, and developed a great personal faith
in the principles of Jainsim. Then, and only then, did he devote
the long hours of personal dedication necessary to translate this
great work into English, so that the many of us who can not read
the original language might learn and gain eternal bliss. One's
spiritual awakening is the most essential event in one's life
— perhaps, the sole purpose for being.

This writer was privileged to read each draft of the English
translation; to comment on the original manuscript; and, to
suggest changes. Readers who are already familiar with the
philosophy of Jainism and who are aware of its exceptional depth
of thought and scholarship understand the need for careful,
concentrated study to master its tenets and to further
achieve their own personal state of enlightenment.

As one who has devoted his life to teaching, it is to the
English speaking reader, and especially to those students who
desire to learn the principles of Jainism, to whom these thoughts
are addressed. My fellow readers, this is a work which requires
much self-discipline and intense concentration to understand how
to apply its tenets to your own lives. It is not a work to be read
quickly nor to be taken lightly — it is to ke savored, thougth about,
discussed, and savored anew. Young readers must be prepared
to be patient, to seek wisdam, to ask questions of thier own,
and, yes, at times to avoid frustration and to perservere.
Remember, to bring your own faith in Jainism to fruition
requires a life-long endeavor.

Now, as you approach this work, e prepared to put yourself
into the role of asking each of the several hundred questions
and then to listening and absorbing the answers given to each.
Before you begin this remarkable task, I urge you first to study
Dr. Gosalia's crientation to this translation. As cne who has both
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studied and taught world religions, I assure you that his
introductory orientation and his translation will provide each
reader with a faithful, camperehensive insight into the philosophy
of Jainism. I also urge each reader to use the tables at the
end of this work as a significant means for reviewing the
principles of Jainism.

Your most honoured servant,
Melvin W. Donaho, Ph. D.

N

SHRT JATN SIDDHANT PRAVESHTKA

(AN ENGLISH VERSION)

Shri Jain Siddhant Praveshika is written in such a
readable style that anyone should be able to understand
the basic Jain principles. Since I was able to significantly
further my own knowledge albout Jainism through this book,
T was motivated to attempt an English translation of this work.
Tt is hgeed that a translation will e an invaluable tool for the
English-speaking children of the western world and India,
who are studying Jainism. Initially the scope of the work
overwhelmed me; however I was ecnouraged by friends to
pursue the project.

In fact, at the completion of the translation, my
personal belief in the principles of Jainism was further
enhanced. For a keginning student, this English translation
will provide a much clearer vision of the fundamentals of
Jainism. The utmost care has been taken in this translation
tomaintain the intergrity of the original text. In a very few
places, I have taken the liberty to expand the text of convey
in English, the true intention of Baraiyaji.

—Kirit Gosalia, M.D.
Phoenix, Arizona, U.S.A. Fmail : digjain@aol.com

(Fram Primer of Jain Principles, Page V)
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